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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to the Election response filed November 13, 
2006. Group I (claims 1-12) has been elected. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed July 8, 2003 fails to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609 because several foreign patent 
documents referenced have not been translated to English. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered as to the 
merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement or the submission of any 
missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining 
compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, including all 
certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP 
§ 609.05(a). 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the plurality of power 
and/or electronic components of claims 1, 7, 8-10, and 12 (also the details of the 
stacked orientation of this claim), must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
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replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Mattman et al. (EP 1 249 869) in view of Asai et al. (US 4,521,476) and Liederbach (US 

3,714,709). 

Regarding claim 1, Mattmann shows an electronics unit, comprising: 
a low multi-point metallic mount [1]; 
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an insulating layer [2] arranged on said mount; 

a conductor track system [4,5,6,7, which is a thick film type conductor, see 
English abstract] on said insulating layer [2]; and 

electronic power components [9, it is well known to use several power devices in 
a single circuit or system, see elements 66 of Figure 14 of Morita et al. (Us 
2002/0074651)] arranged on said conductor track system [4,5,6,7]. Mattmann does not 
show an insulating layer comprises a sintered electrically insulating polymer layer and 
also does not specify the conductor track system is comprised of a sintered glass frit 
with a noble metal filling. Asai shows (e.g. Figures 5-8) an insulating layer comprises a 
sintered [it is well known in the art that epoxies are cured by the application of heat, see 
line 7 of paragraph 0030 of Sakamoto et al. (US 2002/0020554)] electrically insulating 
polymer layer [1 , which is used to connect conductor tracks 3' to metal base 8]. Asai 
teaches the benefits of having an insulating layer which is comprised of a sintered 
electrically insulating polymer layer as a material which can be used to permit high heat 
conductivity [column 2: line 60 to column 3: line 4]. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include the insulating 
layer comprising a sintered electrically insulating polymer layer arranged on said mount 
in the invention of Mattman as suggested by Asai because the insulating layer can be 
used to permit high heat conductivity. Liederbach shows an electronic system which 
has a conductor track system [4,6,8,10,12,14] is comprised of a sintered glass frit with a 
noble metal filling [column 3: lines 8-31]. Liederbach teaches the benefit of using a 
conductor track system is comprised of a sintered glass frit with a noble metal filling to 
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allow for screen printing pattern transfer [column 2: lines 55-65]. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
the conductor track system is comprised of a sintered glass frit with a noble metal filling 
in the invention of Mattmann as suggested by Liederbach to allow for screen printing 
pattern transfer. 

Regarding claim 2 t Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 1 . Liederbach, wherein said noble metal filling comprises one 
of a silver filling and a filling containing silver [column 3: lines 8-31]. ■ 

Regarding claim 3, Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 1. In addition, Liederbach shows wherein said glass frit is a low 
melting-point glass frit [shows the use of borosilicate glass frit, column 3: lines 22-27, 
which is well known to be a low melting point glass, see column 7: lines 18-27 of Pryor 
etal. (US 4,821,151)]. 

Regarding claim 4, Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 2. In addition, Liederbach shows wherein said glass frit is a low 
melting-point glass frit [shows the use of borosilicate glass frit, column 3: lines 22-27, 
which is well known to be a low melting point glass, see column 7: lines 18-27 of Pryor 
etal. (US 4,821,151)]. 

Regarding claim 5, Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 1. In addition, Mattmann shows wherein said mount [1] is 
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made of a material from the group consisting of aluminum and an aluminum alloy [see 
English abstract]. 

Regarding claim 6, Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 1. In addition, Mattmann shows wherein said mount [1] 
comprises cooling ribs [protrusions on bottom surface]. 

Regarding claim 7, Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 1. In addition, Mattmann shows wherein said power 
components [3] comprise at least one of power semiconductor elements and driver 
components [see English abstract]. 

Regarding claim 8, Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 1 . In addition, Mattmann shows comprising at least one of 
electrical and electronic components [9] arranged on the conductor track system 
[between 6 and 7]. 

Regarding claim 9, Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 8. In addition, Mattmann shows wherein said power 
components [3] and said at least one of electrical and electronic components [9] are 
conductively connected to the conductor track system by bonding [both are bonded to 
conductor tracks 4,6,7]. 

Regarding claim 10, Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 1 . In addition, Mattmann shows wherein said power 
components [3] and said at least one of electrical and electronic components [9] are 
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conductively connected to the conductor track system by bonding [both are bonded to 
conductor tracks 4,6,7]. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 1. In addition, Asai shows wherein said electrically insulating 
polymer layer [1] has a thickness of about >20 urn [column 4: lines 52-55]. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mattman 
et al. (EP 1 249 869) in view of Asai et al. (US 4,521,476) and Liederbach (US 
3,714,709) in further view of Akram (US 6,417,027). 

Regarding claim 12, Mattmann in view of Asai and Liederbach show the 
electronics unit of claim 1. Mattmann, Asai, and Liederbach do not show: 

a further insulating layer comprising a sintered polymer arranged on said 
conductor track system and on said electronic power components; a further conductor 
track system comprising a sintered glass frit with noble metal filling arranged on 
said further insulating layer; and further electronic power components arranged on said 
further conductor track system. Akram shows (e.g. Figures 1-4 and 8) a further 
insulating layer comprising a sintered polymer [insulator portion of 12, column 4: lines 
23-35, uses polyimide, which is well known as a thermosetting material, see column 9: 
lines 24-29 of Meissner et al. (US 5,264,326)] arranged on a conductor track system 
[25] and on electronic power components [14]; a further conductor track system [portion 
of 12, made of conductive polymer thick film, column 4: lines 46-52]; and 

further electronic power components [14, column 4: lines 15-25] arranged on said 
further conductor track system [12]. Akram teaches the benefits of stacking insulators, 
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conductor tracks, and extra devices to facilitate high density stacking of semiconductor 
devices [column 1 : lines 15-18] as suggested by Akram. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have used the 
further insulating layer comprising a sintered polymer arranged on said conductor track 
system and on said electronic power components; a further conductor track system 
arranged on said further insulating layer; and further electronic power components 
arranged on said further conductor track system in the invention of Mattmann in view of 
Asai and Liederbach as suggested by Akram in order to facilitate high density stacking 
of semiconductor devices. Akram does not show the specific constituents of the 
polymer thick film conductor track system. However, Liederbach discloses that sintered 
glass frit with a noble metal filling is a known material for conductive polymer thick films. 
The applicant is reminded in this regard that it has been held that mere selection of 
known materials generally understood to be suitable to make a device, the selection of 
the particular material being on the basis of suitability for the intended use, would be 
entirely obvious. In re Leshin 125 USPQ 416. 

Fax / Telephone Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eduardo A. Rodela whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8797. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wael Fahmy can be reached on (571) 272-1705. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Eduardo A. Rodela 



Examiner 




